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the prior administration, and acts of Congress
have not brought significantly improved man-
agement of federal real property. My bill would
ensure that Congress, local communities and
federal agencies have the earliest notice that
federal properties may become available, and
would be a further tool to foster earlier and
more efficient property disposal.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a multi-talented young
lady, Miss Gabrielle Nicole Terrett.

Gabrielle Nicole Terrett is the 14 year old
daughter of Dr. Andre’ and Attorney Toni
Terrett. She is the eldest of five and a 9th
grader at Warren Central High School in
Vicksburg.

Gabrielle is an all around student that has
excelled in both academics and extracurricular
activities. She is a member of the Warren
Central Big Blue Band flute section. She also
plays the violin and has performed at local
nursing homes over the years. Gabrielle has
received several awards including placing 1st
in Jewelry in the Hobbs-Freeman Art
Competion-2012, 2nd place in the Hobbs-
Freeman Art competition-2012, 2nd place in
the 2013 Blacks in Government Oratorical
Contest, 3rd in the 2012 NAACP essay con-
test, and 2nd Runner Up in the 2013 Miss
Southland Pageant.

Gabrielle volunteers at the Mountain of Faith
Women’s Shelter Retail Store. As a volunteer
she helps stock shelves, organize the store
and assist customers to the store. She is very
pleasant to work with and supports the Wom-
en’s Shelter as often as possible. In her spare
time she enjoys quiet time reading, preparing
for pageants, and shopping.

She is a faithful member of Pleasant Green
Baptist Church in Vicksburg, MS where she is
active in Sunday school.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Miss Gabrielle Nicole Terrett for
her hard work, dedication and a strong desire
to achieve.

——————
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | remain in
strong opposition to the House Federal Agri-
culture Reform and Risk Management Act of
2013 (H.R. 1947) otherwise known as the
‘Farm Bill’. On June 20, 2013, | along with the
majority of my colleagues voted against House
Republican’s extreme bill. Now farmers in Min-
nesota and across this country are depending
on Congress to reach a bipartisan agreement
that will continue to grow our agricultural econ-
omy and enable us to best meet our future ag-
riculture needs.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In the past, the Farm Bill has received
strong bipartisan support. Members of Con-
gress from both rural and urban districts found
common ground to support our agriculture
sector, keep food affordable, and continue in-
vestments in agricultural research. However,
this year the House Republican Leadership
chose to put partisan politics before the best
interests of our farmers, ranchers, and com-
munities.

The bill that | voted against included an un-
precedented cut to the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP). Of the almost
$40 billion in cuts, more than half come from
a devastating reduction to the nutrition assist-
ance for poor children, seniors, and persons
with disabilities. An estimated 38,000 Min-
nesotans and nearly 2 milion Americans
would lose their SNAP benefits entirely and
210,000 children would no longer receive free
meals at school.

In June, along with Congressman ELLISON, |
hosted a listening discussion on the impact
that these cuts would have on Minnesotans.
The audience heard from state and county of-
ficials, faith leaders, community service pro-
viders, and individuals that receive SNAP. The
testimony, often emotional, demonstrated the
clear need for SNAP to ensure individuals are
able to access healthy food.

Patricia Lull, Executive Director of the Saint
Paul Area Council of Churches, spoke of the
growing need that churches in Minnesota have
witnessed. She told us, “We come from Chris-
tian, Jewish, Muslim, Unitarian, and Quaker
backgrounds, but every one of our faith tradi-
tions agrees with this conviction—No more
hungry neighbors!”

Evelyn, a Minnesota senior and diabetic, re-
cently began receiving SNAP benefits. She
told us about how the rising cost of her medi-
cations had thrown her into Medicare Part D’s
donut hole and forced her to cut her expenses
as low as she could. According to Evelyn,
without SNAP she would be unable to afford
the healthy meals she needs to keep her dia-
betes in check. She was already worried
about how she would cope with the estimated
4% reduction that will take effect this Novem-
ber. If she was no longer eligible for SNAP,
she told us she wouldn’t know what to do.

In addition to the cuts already included in
the bill, Tea-Party Republicans added polar-
izing amendments that would make it even
more difficult to qualify for SNAP. One of the
amendments would give states the ability to
require all SNAP applicants to submit to drug
testing. Another allowed states to require par-
ents and some persons with disabilities to
meet work requirements in order to qualify for
SNAP. These destructive amendments would
create new barriers for struggling Americans
to access nutrition assistance, while doing
nothing to improve efficiency or reduce fraud.
Simply, Tea-Party Republicans voted to make
a bad bill even worse.

After failing to pass their own bill, the House
Republican Leadership has an obligation to
move forward a bipartisan Farm Bill that does
not harm our poorest Americans. | call on the
House Republican Majority to bring the Senate
passed bipartisan Farm Bill (S. 954) to the
floor for an up or down vote. While not perfect,
the Senate-passed bill includes common-
sense reforms to outdated programs, makes
modest changes to SNAP, reaffirms our com-
mitment to conservation, and eliminates
wasteful spending.

July 8, 2013

Minnesota farmers are depending on Con-
gress to act swiftly and pass a long-term Farm
Bill before the current extension expires. To-
gether, Democrats and Republicans can pass
the Senate’s Farm Bill before summer’s end
and give certainty to America’s farmers, ranch-
ers, and consumers.

——————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable student,
Jocelyn Taylor.

Ms. Taylor is the daughter of Mr. Marlin and
Mrs. Rosalind Taylor of Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi.

Ms. Taylor is a senior at John F. Kennedy
Memorial High School in Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi. As a child she has been focused, out-
going and dedicated to whatever she desires
to achieve. During her tenure at I.T. Mont-
gomery Elementary School in Mound Bayou,
Mississippi her endeavors were to always bet-
ter herself and become more than a statistic
and has carried that mindset during her jour-
ney through high school.

Ms. Taylor is active in the Future Business
Leaders of America which is a non-profit orga-
nization of high school and college students
as well as professional members’ who pri-
marily assist students’ in transitioning in the
business/entrepreneur environment. As a
member she has participated in various com-
petitions and has won numerous recognitions
and awards.

Ms. Taylor is active in the Bolivar County
Community Action Agency’s Senior Select
Program. This program gives senior high
school students the opportunity to intern at
various community businesses to learn profes-
sional skills and techniques and to showcase
their skills, while encouraging the importance
of school attendance and giving back to their
respective communities. | have had the honor
of having her intern in my Mound Bayou Dis-
trict Office and found her to be a dedicated
and outstanding intern and volunteer.

Ms. Taylor strives to be a positive example
for her two younger siblings Joshua and Jor-
dan. She credits her parents for their influence
in her life as they encourage her to reach her
full potential. Her late grandmother, Ms. Mary
Alice Sinclair, was an inspiration in her life and
gave her great tips on life and how to survive
as a young lady.

Ms. Taylor has received numerous edu-
cational certificates and awards. Upon grad-
uating in May 2013, she will further her edu-
cation at Delta State University in Cleveland,
Mississippi to pursue a degree in Business
Administration and become an entrepreneur.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me

in recognizing Ms. Jocelyn Taylor for her dedi-
cation in being an outstanding student.
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